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After his interview with Szapary and his arrangement
with lanushkevich, Sazonov hurried to the French Em-
bassy, where he lunched with Paleologue and Buchanan.
Diamandi, the Rumanian Minister, was also invited to join
them, because "it was of the greatest advantage for us that
Rumania should be drawn in on our side, while for Ru-
mania it was manifestly flattering to participate as an equal
in the diplomatic steps taken by the Great Powers." 41
Sazonov said that "the.step taken by Austria meant war,"
and he hoped that England would proclaim her solidarity
with France and Russia. He said that Austria's conduct
was "immoral and provocative," that some of her demands
were absolutely inacceptable, and that she never would
have acted as she had done without first having consulted
Germany. He told Buchanan of the perfect agreement of
views which had been established between France and
Russia during Poincare's visit,42 and Paleologue added,
"France would not only give Russia strong diplomatic sup-
port, but would, if necessary, fulfil all the obligations
imposed on her by the alliance." Buchanan replied that
he could not speak for England, but would telegraph Grey
all that they had said; he personally could hold out no hope
that England would make any declaration of solidarity that,
would entail armed support of France and Russia; Eng-
land had no direct interest in Serbia, and public opinion in
England would never sanction a war on her behalf. Sazonov
replied that the Serbian question was but part of the gen-
eral European question and that England could not efface
herself; that he personally thought Russia would have to
mobilize, but no decision would be taken until a Council of
Ministers had been held. Buchanan then suggested bring-
ing influence to bear on Austria to extend the time-limit,
but Paleologue "replied that time did not permit of this;
either Austria was bluffing, or had made up her mind to act
41 Schilling's Diary, p. 30.                 *2 See above, at note 29.